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nections between the Courts of Vienna and Versailles re-
spected, as they would all others, yet, that the interest
of Europe, and of France in particular, was so intimately
united to the continuance of peace, that these connections,
far from inciting* war, could but contribute to render
peace durable; that France was sufficiently puissant, from
innate strength and from the state of her affairs, honor-
ably to own that she dreaded war, which she would take
every care to shun; that I did not think sudden war
probable, especially when, studying the administration of
the Duke of Brunswick, I perceived that he had per-
formed his duties, of Prince and father, with so much
assiduity and success; that, however natural it might be
for man to seek that career, in which he was indubitably
the first, I could not believe he (the Duke) would sacri-
fice to the desire of military renown, so much of which
he had already acquired, his favorite work, his real en-
joyments, and the inheritance of his children; that all
circumstances called him to supreme influence over the
affairs of Prussia after the death of the great King, and
that, Prussia being at this time the pivot on which con-
tinental war or peace were balanced, he (the Duke of
Brunswick) would almost singly decide which was to
ensue; that he had formerly sufficiently shone the hero of
war, and that I was convinced he would hereafter remain
the angel of peace.

He then forcibly denied ever having been fond of war;
even at the time when he had been most fortunate. He
showed, independent of his principles, how ardently his
family and personal interest would induce him to beware
of war. (<And if it were necessary,>y added he, (<in an
affair so important, to consult nothing further than the
despicable gratification of self-love, do I not know how
much war is the sport of chance? I have formerly not
been unfortunate. I might hereafter be a better general,
and yet might not have the same success. No prudent
man, especially one who is advanced in life, will risk
his reputation in so hazardous a pursuit, if it may be
avoided.w

This part of his discourse, which was long, animated,
energetic, and evidently sincere, was preceded by arespondence: the entire work would stilZrated Prince.ered; the ladies Riete
